
Debbie Hepplewhite’s ‘No Nonsense Phonics’ programme 

 The ‘No Nonsense Phonics Skills’ Pupil Books 
Examples of features of 

the alphabetic code 
‘Mini Stories’ 

for ‘apply and extend’ 
(on writing lines) 

Additional content  
on back-of-book 
summary pages 

 

32 pages + 4 cover pages 
 

The same sound can have 
different spellings (c, k, -ck) 
Two letters can be code for 
one sound (th, -ck) 
A spelling can have more than 
one pronunciation (th) 

Twelve ‘Mini stories’ 
Grapheme search 
Introducing punctuation 
High frequency words 
Useful incidental code 
Language comprehension 
Writing on writing lines 
Drawing 

Matching Capital and Lower 
Case Letters 
Spelling and Writing 
Letter Formation 
Spelling Word Banks: for 
the /k/ sound (c, k, -ck) 
Picture-words to see and 
spell on the front cover 

 

 

32 pages + 4 cover pages 
 

Double consonant letters  
(-pp) are generally code for 
one sound (/p/) and alert the 
reader to sound out the 
preceding single vowel letter 
as /a/ /e/ /i/ /o/ /u/ 

Thirteen ‘Mini stories’ 
Grapheme search 
Punctuation 
High frequency words 
Useful incidental code 
Language comprehension 
Writing on writing lines 
Drawing 

Letter Formation 
Spelling and Writing 
Spelling Word Banks for: -ll, 
-ff and -ss 
Common Words: Speed 
Reading and Writing 
Picture-words to see and 
spell on the front cover 

 

 

20 pages + 4 cover pages 
 
The grapheme ‘-ed’ as verb 
endings is code for different 
sounds /t/, /d/, /u+d/ or /i+d/ 
The end grapheme ‘-le’ is 
useful to learn as code for the 
sound /ul/ 

Nine ‘Mini stories’ 
Grapheme search 
Punctuation 
High frequency words 
Useful incidental code 
Language comprehension 
Writing on writing lines 
Drawing 

Picture-words to see and 
spell on the front cover 

 

 

32 pages + 4 cover pages 
 
The /ai/ sound at the end of a 
spoken word is commonly 
spelt ‘ay’, not ‘ai’ 
Single vowel letters and letter 
‘-y’ are code for different 
sounds in different words 

Twelve ‘Mini stories’ 
Grapheme search 
Punctuation 
High frequency words 
Useful incidental code 
Language comprehension 
Writing on writing lines 
Drawing 

Spelling Word Banks: for 
the /ai/ sound ai, -ay, a 
Spelling Word Banks: for 
the /oa/ sound oa, ow, o 
Spelling Word Banks: for 
the /igh/ sound -ie, -igh, i, -y 
Picture-words to see and 
spell on the front cover 

 

 

32 pages + 4 cover pages 
The grapheme wh is 
commonly code for /w/ and 
rarely code for /h/ 
Many spellings are code for 
the sound /z/ 
Letter pattern ‘wa’ is 
commonly pronounced /w+o/ 

Twelve ‘Mini stories’ 
Grapheme search 
Punctuation 
High frequency words 
Useful incidental code 
Language comprehension 
Writing on writing lines 
Drawing 

Spelling Word Banks: for 
the /ee/ sound ee, ea, -y  
[for /w/ w, wh;  for /e/ e, -ea; 
for /or/ or, aw;  for /z/   z, -zz, 
-s, -se, -ze] 
Spelling and Writing 
Alphabetical Order 
See and spell on front cover 

 

 

32 pages + 4 cover pages 
Words ending with the /v/ 
sound are spelt with ‘-ve’ 
Letter ‘u’ is rarely code for 
short /oo/ but is in some 
common words like ‘put’ 
When to use ‘-tch’ at the end  
of words or within words 

Thirteen ‘Mini stories’ 
Grapheme search 
Punctuation  
High frequency words 
Useful incidental code 
Language comprehension 
Writing on writing lines 
Drawing 

Word endings: from 
singular to plural [when to 
add ‘-s’, ‘-es’; or change ‘-f’ 
or ‘-fe’ to ‘-ves’] 
Picture-words to see and 
spell on the front cover 



 The ‘No Nonsense Phonics Skills’ Pupil Books 

Examples of features of 
the alphabetic code 

‘Mini Stories’ 
for ‘apply and extend’ 

(on writing lines) 

Additional content  
on back-of-book 
summary pages 

 

28 pages + 4 cover pages 
 
Spelling alternatives for the 
/er/ sound: er, ir, and ur 
Split vowel graphemes for /ai/, 
/ee/, /igh/, /oa/, /yoo/ and 
‘long /oo/’ 
Spelling alternatives for /air/ 

Twelve ‘Mini stories’ 
Grapheme search 
Punctuation  
High frequency words 
Useful incidental code 
Language comprehension 
Writing on writing lines 
Drawing 

Picture-words to see and 
spell on the front cover 

 

 

32 pages + 4 cover pages 
When to use ‘-ge’ or ‘-dge’ for 
the /j/ sound at the end of 
words 
The /ou/ sound at the end of 
words is not spelt with ‘ou’ 
The /oi/ sound at the end of 
words is not spelt with ‘oi’ 

Twelve ‘Mini stories’ 
Grapheme search 
Punctuation  
High frequency words 
Useful incidental code 
Language comprehension 
Writing on writing lines 
Drawing 

Spelling and Writing 
Spelling Word Banks: for 
the /ou/ sound ou, ow 
Common Words: Speed 
reading and spelling 
challenge 
Different Parts of Words 
See and spell on front cover 

 

 

32 pages + 4 cover pages 
 
The ‘schwa’ is a common 
unstressed vowel sound 
The grapheme ‘-are’ is code 
for the sound /air/ as in 
‘square’ and code for the word 
‘are’. 

Twelve ‘Mini stories’ 
Grapheme search 
Punctuation  
High frequency words 
Useful incidental code 
Language comprehension 
Writing on writing lines 
Drawing 

Spelling Word Banks: for 
the /air/ sound  air, -are,  
-ear, -ere 
‘Split Digraph’ Spelling 
Word Banks 
Suffixes: -er, -est, -ing, -ed, 
-ment, -ness, -ful, -less, -ly 
See and spell on front cover 

 

 

32  pages + 4 cover pages 
 
[Revising] Letter ‘c’ followed 
by ‘e’, ‘i’ or ‘y’ is always code 
for the /s/ sound (‘soft c’) 
 
Letter ‘g’ followed by ‘e’, ‘i’ or 
‘y’ is sometimes code for the 
/j/ sound (‘soft g’) 

Nine ‘Mini stories’ 
Grapheme search 
Punctuation  
High frequency words 
Useful incidental code 
Language comprehension 
Writing on writing lines 
Drawing 

Spelling Word Banks: for 
/eer/  eer, ear, -ere, -ier 
Contractions 
Homophones 
Spelling Word Banks: for 
/er/  er, ir, ur, ear, (w)or 
Words for Units of Time 
Schwa /uh/ at the end of 
words 
Alphabetical Order 
See and spell on front cover 

 

 

32 pages + 4 cover pages 
The letter pattern ‘qu’ is 
commonly code for the two 
phonemes combined /k+w/ 
 
This book features further 
extended alphabetic code of 
pronunciation alternatives 
and spelling alternatives and 
their various ‘Spelling Word 
Banks’ 

Fourteen ‘Mini stories’ 
Grapheme search 
Punctuation  
High frequency words 
Useful incidental code 
Language comprehension 
Writing on writing lines 
Drawing 

Picture-words to see and 
spell on the front cover 

 

See an eBook example of NNPS Teacher Book 2 – the Teacher Books include a 
parallel copy of the NNPS Pupil Books (note the ‘Multi-skills Activities’ pages): 
 
https://online.fliphtml5.com/kpind/dwru/?1635505958565#p=1 

 

https://online.fliphtml5.com/kpind/dwru/?1635505958565#p=1

